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Wasted	Revelation?
Neglecting and Abusing the Old Testament
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Week	1	Assignment	Question	(Optional)

If the OT is what I claimed it is last week 
(i.e., a treasure trove of insights about 
God and his ways), then:

1. Why do so many believers seem to 
avoid the Old Testament in their 
preaching, teaching, studying, and/or 
devotional life?

2. What are some ways you have seen 
the Old Testament mishandled?



God	at	the	Center	(“Theocentricity”)
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The	Wisdom	of	Theocentricity

§ Customs change.
§ Cultures change.
§ Covenants change.

But God never changes. Find out what God is like in 
his Word, and you will have a treasure trove of insights 
as to how to live your life and love your God. 

Assignment Option: Theological Insights Journal



Getting	Oriented
What Are We Looking at When We Look at the OT?



Scope	and	Layout	of	the	Old	Testament
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The	Bible	in	a	Sentence

“God reigns, saves, and satisfies through covenant for 
his glory in Christ.” - DeRouchie and Naselli

Aspects of the Sentence . . .

§ The Frame – The kingdom of God
§ The Form – The ancient Near Eastern covenant
§ The Focus – The glory of God
§ The Fulcrum – Jesus Christ

à What does Jesus Christ have to do with the OT?



Luke	24:27

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
[Jesus] explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself.”



Luke	24:27

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
[Jesus] explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself.”

Note: Not just occasional messianic prophecies, but 
the entirety of the Old Testament (cf. “God with us.”)
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The	Form:	Torah	As	an	ANE	Covenant	Document

“The men who have violated my covenant and have not 
fulfilled the terms of the covenant they made before me, I 
will treat like the calf they cut in two and then walked 
between its pieces.”

Jeremiah 34:18



Levels	of	Context
What’s In, Around, and Behind the OT?
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Levels	of	Context

§ The book context

§ The sectional context

§ The testamental context

§ The canonical context

§ The historical-cultural context

§ The geographical context

§ The literary context



Zondervan	Encyclopedia	of	the	Bible,	Revised



IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary



Zondervan	Illustrated	Bible	Background	Comms.



Chronological	&	Background	Charts	(Walton,	Rose)



Bible	Atlas	(ESV	or	Zondervan)



The	Literary	Structure	of	the	OT	(Dorsey)



Literary	Context
The Torah as an Exquisite Macro-Chiasm



Literary	Structure

Hickory, dickory, dock

The mouse ran up the clock

The clock struck one

The mouse ran down

Hickory, dickory, dock



Literary	Structure

A Hickory, dickory, dock

B The mouse ran up the clock

C The clock struck one        | Turning Point

B’ The mouse ran down

A’ Hickory, dickory, dock



Genesis	9:6

A Whoever sheds

B the blood

C of man

C’ by man

B’ shall his blood

A’ be shed



Isaiah	60:1-3

1 Arise
2 shine

3 for your light has come
4 and the glory

5 of Yahweh
6 rises upon you

7 see, darkness covers the earth
7’ and thick darkness is over the people

6’ but upon you shall arise
5’ Yahweh

4’ and his glory appears over you
3’ and nations will come to your light

2’ kings to the brightness
1’ of your rising



Isaiah	60:1-3

1 Arise
2 shine

3 for your light has come
4 and the glory

5 of Yahweh
6 rises upon you

7 see, darkness covers the earth
7’ and thick darkness is over the people

6’ but upon you shall arise
5’ Yahweh

4’ and his glory appears over you
3’ and nations will come to your light

2’ kings to the brightness
1’ of your rising

The pervasive darkness 
of this world enveloped 
by the radiant light of 
the “rising” of the Lord



Undermines	250	Years	of	Critical	Scholarship
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Exodus	16:1-36	(Manna	and	Quail)

Andreasen regards the passage as showing “unusual 
unevenness” and posing “extraordinary difficulties.” He is 
puzzled by repetitions in the text, calling the material 
“disjointed,” “scattered,” and “frustrating.” 

Analysis of the literary patterning of the passage, however, 
shows that the passage is neither “disjointed” nor “scattered.” 
Rather, many of its repetitions are explicable because of the 
chiastic arrangement of the unit.



Exodus	16:1-36	(Valentino	Analysis)

A the Israelites demand food in the desert (16:1–3) 

B the people are commanded to gather enough bread for each day, and twice 
enough on the sixth day; a test of obedience (16:4–5) 

C God heard their grumbling; he will give them meat in the evening and bread 
in the morning; ‘What are we?’; ‘You will know it was the LORD’ (16:6–8) 

D CENTER: Yahweh’s glory appears in the cloud (16:9–10) 

C’ God heard their grumbling; he gave them meat in the evening and bread in 
the morning; ‘What is it?’; ‘You will know I am the LORD’ (16:11–20) 

B’ the people gather enough bread for each day, and twice enough on the sixth 
day; some fail the test of obedience (16:21–30) 

A’ the Israelites eat supernatural food in the desert (16:31–36) 



The	Literary	Structure	of	the	Torah	(“Hexateuch”)

Handout:



Geographical	Context
God’s Revelation of Himself in Space and Time



The	Land	of	the	Bible

Land of 
Canaan

1. Canaan is a land bridge 
between Africa and Asia/Europe.
2. Centrality of the Land.
3. Vulnerability of the Land.

Egypt

Mesopotamia
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Lower Galilee



































Tent by Mt. Nebo





Plan of 4-room
Israelite house 
At Eretz Israel 
Museum
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