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The	Wizard	of	Oz



Have you ever known anybody who went 
through life like the Cowardly Lion?

The	Wizard	of	Oz



Have you ever known anybody who went 
through life like the Cowardly Lion?

“…to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
and to enable us to serve him without fear.”
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Have you ever known anybody who went 
through life like the Cowardly Lion?

“…to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
and to enable us to serve him without fear.”

All the major characters in the Advent story are 
given this angelic word: “Do not be afraid.”

The	Wizard	of	Oz



Good fear protects us from danger and 
prevents us from hurting ourselves. 
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Good fear protects us from danger and 
prevents us from hurting ourselves. 

Bad fear paralyzes us from doing what we 
should do and provokes us to do what we 
shouldn’t do. 
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ZECHARIAH—the	fear	of	disappointment:	
“It’s	hard	to	hope	again!”	(Luke	1:5-25)



Those who submit to God’s disciplining 
love can become a mouthpiece for his 
amazing grace. 
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Those who submit to God’s disciplining 
love can become a mouthpiece for his 
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God’s word to those struggling with 
disappointment: “Do not be afraid.” 
(Luke 1:13)
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MARY—the	fear	of	inadequacy:	“This	is	too	
big	for	me!”	(Luke	1:26-38)



Any person totally submitted to 
God’s plan can change the world.

MARY—the	fear	of	inadequacy:	“This	is	too	
big	for	me!”	(Luke	1:26-38)



Any person totally submitted to 
God’s plan can change the world.

God’s word to those struggling with 
inadequacy: “Do not be afraid.” 
(Luke 1:30)
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JOSEPH—the	fear	of	rejection:	“What	will	
people	think?”	(Matthew	1:18-25)



Those who follow God at great 
personal cost to themselves will 
receive divine reassurance.

JOSEPH—the	fear	of	rejection:	“What	will	
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Those who follow God at great 
personal cost to themselves will 
receive divine reassurance.

God’s word to those struggling with 
rejection: “Do not be afraid.” (Luke 
1:20)
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SHEPHERDS—the	fear	of	the	unknown:	
“This	doesn’t	make	sense!”	(Luke	2:1-20)



Ordinary people who take God at his 
word get a front row seat to his work 
in the world.

SHEPHERDS—the	fear	of	the	unknown:	
“This	doesn’t	make	sense!”	(Luke	2:1-20)



Ordinary people who take God at his 
word get a front row seat to his work 
in the world.

God’s word to those struggling with 
the fear of the unknown: “Do not be 
afraid.” (Luke 2:10)

SHEPHERDS—the	fear	of	the	unknown:	
“This	doesn’t	make	sense!”	(Luke	2:1-20)



The	more	we	trust	God	with	our
fears,	the	more	we	will	participate	in	
his	plan	to	recapture	the	world.
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