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A major feature of Luke’s Gospel is that Jesus is usually going to a 
meal, at a meal, or coming from a meal.
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The rap on Jesus was that he was “a drunkard and a glutton,” 
dining with all the wrong people. (cf. Luke 7:34)

“In Luke’s Gospel Jesus got himself killed because of the way he 
ate.” (Tim Chester)
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The Parable of the Brats
“Hey, let’s play wedding!”

“O.k., let’s play funeral!” 
“We want to play miserable critic!”

“Make the teaching about God our Savior attractive” (Titus 2:10).

The problem is that WE want to call the tune that God plays. 
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Meals remind us that the God who feeds us is hospitable, 
generous, wise, and good. 
Meals remind us that we are not self-sufficient creatures but 
finite beings dependent upon the Creator. 

Meals reveal to us the status of our own hearts—who are we 
willing or unwilling to have at our tables?
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The Meaning of Meals
Meals enable us to be conduits of God’s common grace to 
others—to listen to, affirm, encourage, inspire, value, and support 
other people.

Meals remind us of the ultimate meal to come—the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb at the restoration of all things.



At	the	center	of	the	Christian
life	is	a	meal—with	Jesus	himself	

as	the	main	course.
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The Potential of Meals
“Jesus didn’t run projects, establish ministries, create programs, 
or put on events. He ate meals. If you routinely share meals and 
you have a passion for Jesus, then you’ll be doing mission. It’s not 
that meals save people. People are saved through the gospel 
message. But meals will create natural opportunities to share that 
message in a context that resonates powerfully with what you’re 
saying.” (Tim Chester)
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